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rate he wrote a letter to a friend, a Madrid editor
visiting Havana, in which he characterized Mc-
Kinley as a vacillating and timeserving politician.
Alert American newspaper men, who practically
constituted a secret service of some efficiency, man-
aged to obtain the letter. On February 9, 1898,
De Lome saw a facsimile of this letter printed in
a newspaper and at once cabled his resignation.
In immediately accepting De L6me's resignation
Spain anticipated an American demand for his
recall and thus saved Spanish pride, though un-
doubtedly at the expense of additional irritation in
the United States, where it was thought that he
should have been punished instead of being allowed
to slip away.

Infinitely more serious than this diplomatic
faux pas was the disaster which befell the United
States battleship Maine. On January 24, 1898,
the Government had announced its intention of
sending a warship on a friendly visit to Havana,
with the desire of impressing the local Cuban au-
thorities with the imminence of American power.
Not less important was the purpose of affording
protection to American citizens endangered by the
rioting of Spaniards, who were angry because they
believed that Sagasta by his conciliatory policy was